CITES - intergovernmental agreement designed to protect species threatened by international trade; voluntary; each country is responsible for its own laws, territory, and enforcement 

	Strengths
	Weaknesses
	Comments

	good example of monitoring species’ status
	if not enforced, no change in species’ status results
	

	reduces trade in animal parts
	
	isolates countries which are not signed up or don’t enforce it make trade more difficult 

	locally enforceable where the poaching/trade may be happening
	no international body has authority to enforce on national territory
	

	voluntary
	voluntary
	if a country signs up to it, they (theoretically) are motivated to conserve species; however, since it’s not obligatory, they don’t have to enforce it if they have internal reasons to flaunt it

	has definitely reduced int’l trade in ES
	
	reduction in ivory trade has been so successful in some places that elephant populations have recovered, prompting some African governments to call for an end to the ivory ban so that they can sell the poached ivory to raise money for other conservation efforts. There are legitimate arguments to be made on both sides of this debate. 


Captive Breeding and zoos

	Strengths
	Weaknesses
	Comments

	prevents total extinction of species
	animals lose natural instincts
	

	high level of monitoring and control (more than possible in the wild)
	can severely restrict/limit gene pool
	

	
	difficult to re-introduce to wild
	1. animal has become dependent on humans for survival

2. habitat may have been destroyed or altered beyond animals’ ability to adapt to it

3. may not be accepted into social hierarchy of wild populations

4.  

	serves as a living store of animal DNA
	
	· DNA could be used to recreate organism or develop medicines or provide a source of genes for bioengineering


Seed banks

	Strengths
	Weaknesses
	Comments

	preserves the genetic code of various plant species
	how reliable is storage over long term?
	

	insurance policy against extinction
	impossible to preserve every species on Earth (feasibly)
	

	can interbreed/hybridize seeds with heirloom varieties
	
	may make it possible to bioengineer varieties resistant to diseases which arise in the future


