How many species are out there?  



Name:  _________________
US News and World Report

August 1997

Answer the following questions as you read the article posted at http://www.usnews.com/usnews/culture/articles/970818/archive_007681.htm
1. Who was Carolus Linnaeus and what was his major contribution to biology?
2. What do taxonomists do?
3. Which organisms are said to make up the”black hole of taxonomy?” Why?
4. Describe three methods for estimating earth’s species count.  

5. Define species. 
6. For each grouping included in the article, list the number of species in that classification. Use the back of this page.
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